
2017 Art Guidelines

Art & File Guidelines
The following guidelines are designed to help you set up your file so that there will be as few delays as possible in the 
production of your job.

Files may be MAC or PC formatted. The files can be set up in any of the following programs:

Adobe Illustrator CC
Adobe Photoshop CC
Adobe Indesign CC or IDML from Indesign CC
Adobe Acrobat

Please indicate any color match by specifying a PMS color that you would like to have matched.

Bitmap vs Vector Images
Vector images consist of lines and curves that are defined by mathematical objects called vectors. 
Vector art is created by combining various geometric shapes, such as circles, triangles, or squares. 
These images are resolution independent and can be easily modified and scaled without losing any 
quality in the final output of the image. Images that are to be cut in vinyl must be prepared as a vector 
 file. Programs that can create vector art are: Adobe Illustrator and Adobe In Design.  
Extensions would include:  pdf, eps. ai, and indd.

Bitmap images consist of a series of various colored pixels. Bitmap images are great for digital printing 
and have the ability to produce both very detailed and photo-realistic images. The more pixels in one 
inch (ppi) the better the image will look. Adobe Photoshop is used to create bitmap images.  Extensions 
would included:   jpg, tiff, and psd.

File Set Up
All files should be set up to scale with the final output of your graphic.  To avoid any font problems, 
the fonts must be included at all times. To eliminate the possibilities of a font problem occurring it 
is strongly recommended that all type be converted to outlines. When working with bitmap images it 
is recommended that your file scales up to 100 ppi at full size. I f you are working at 1/4 scale
your bitmap image should be no larger than 400 dpi. When scaled to full size it will be 100 dpi.

Photoshop files should be saved as a TIFF, EPS or PSD files (layered files are recommended). If there 
are "placed images" in Illustrator or Indesign files, be sure to send the linked files.  DO NOT 
send artwork if your support files are not included. Illustrator files can be saved as an AI, PDF, or EPS files.


